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December’s Virtue - Generosity 

 
“If someone is selfish, stingy, or gives just the socially acceptable minimum, are 

they a true disciple of the God who gave His very life for us? Generosity is God-like. It 
means throwing open the doors of one’s heart and pouring out all our love on 
everyone. It means looking out for everyone else instead of looking out for ourselves. It 
means giving not only because we have extra or leftovers, but giving when there is a true 
cost to us - and expecting nothing in return. It means giving not only where we have a 
duty to give, but giving to the undeserving: to those we don’t like, or to those we do not 
know at all.”  

(Virtues in Practice) 

 

 

Generosity and Sacred Scripture 
 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your 

heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 



Pre-K-2nd Grade   
 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Generosity? Giving without counting the cost 
 
Saint: Saint Nicholas (Feast Day: December 6)  
 
Saint Nicholas was a bishop who was always giving to the poor. He 
heard about a family with three daughters who had no money to get 
married. Each time one of the girls was ready to get married Saint 
Nicholas left gold - once, twice, three times! He never told them that he 
had given the money, but did it in secret.  
 
Saint Nicholas, help us notice those in need. Make us want to give of ourselves, 
even if no one notices our good deeds. Let us be satisfied with knowing that 
Jesus sees our generosity and is pleased. Amen. 

                                 Saint Nicholas, pray for us! 
 

3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Generosity? Giving without counting the cost 
 
Saint: Saint Mary Magdalene (Feast Day: July 22) 
 
Saint Mary Magdalene is often shown holding a jar of perfume 
because she anointed the body of Jesus at His burial (Mark 
16:1) and it is she who anointed Him at Bethany (John 12:3). In 
return for the great love she showed Him, Saint Mary 
Magdalene was one of the first people Jesus appeared to on 
Easter Sunday, and it was she who ran to tell the Apostles, “I 
have seen the Lord!” (John 20:18). 
 
Saint Mary Magdalene, you supported Our Lord and His disciples 
with your wealth, never counting the cost, because you found the pearl of great price. Fearless and 
steadfast, you stood at the foot of His cross. Help us to be generous with our love, so that we too 
might be witnesses to the good news of the Resurrection. Amen. 
Saint Mary Magdalene, pray for us! 
 



6th Grade-8th Grade 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Generosity? Giving without counting the cost 
 
Saint: Saint Maximillian Kolbe (Feast Day: August 14) 
 
When World War II broke out, Maximillian was in Poland. He was 
captured by the Germans and sent the concentration camp of Auschwitz. 
At Auschwitz, one of the horrible rules was that any time a prisoner 
escaped, ten others would be condemned to death by starvation. One day, 
after an escape, the guards were choosing ten prisoners to die. One man 
cried out when he was chosen, saying that he had a wife and children. 
Risking the cruelty of the guards, Saint Maximillian intervened and 
offered his own life instead. The guards asked why he should die in the 
other man’s place. Saint Maximillian replied, “I am a Catholic priest.”  
 
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, you gave your entire life for a total stranger. Help us to have the 
generosity to do what is right, no matter what the cost. Thank you for showing us the powerful help 
available through Our Lady. Help us to be as dedicated to her as you were, and brave enough to 
offer our lives to her Son. Amen.  
Saint Maximillian Kolbe, pray for us! 
 

 
Monthly Home Project Suggestions -Generosity 

 
For details on these and other suggestions, see the Virtues in Practice Parent Guide for the Year 
of Faith and the month of December. (ASCS: Virtues in Practice)  
 
All : Hang up a copy of the Act of Faith on the refrigerator. Pray the Act of Faith together as a 
family. (See the end of this newsletter for a large-print copy.) 
 
All :  If you don’t already have a family tradition of giving to the poor during Advent, consider 
starting one, such as: 
❖ Anonymously adopting a family and leaving gifts on their doorstep 
❖ Sacrificing something you want for Christmas and using the money for the poor 
❖ Gathering with members of your extended family to do service for the poor rather than 

exchanging gifts 
 

Generosity is giving without counting the cost.  

http://allsaintscs.com/catholic_identity/virtues_in_practice


December’s Generosity Service Project! 
 

On Friday, December 6 (St. Nicholas Day), students will collect change from cars in the 
front and back loops prior to dismissal. This change will be donated to All Saints Food 
Pantry during Advent. Please give generously.  
 

Thank you and God bless you and yours this Advent Season! 
 

 
2019-2020 Virtues Committee:  
Amy Blanchette, Terese Gibb, Carol Pisarski, Jessica Railling, Amy Roose, Andrew Willing 
 
For more information or for suggestions on monthly classroom activities/home projects please see: Virtues 
in Practice program website or contact a member of the 2019-2020 Virtues Committee. Also, for .pdf 
versions of ALL Virtues in Practice materials please see the Catholic Identity tab at All Saints’ website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a virtue? 

 

A good habit is called a virtue. A bad habit is called a vice. Habits grow by practice. God always gives 
us the grace to choose and do what is good. If we think about what is right and open our hearts to God, 
we will make good choices and grow in virtue. Virtues make us free, happy, and holy. (Virtues in 
Practice, 2013) 
 
As we progress through the school year, please pray the Act of Faith with your family We are all 
working together to show children that God is first and foremost in our lives. The graces from this 
prayer are needed to open hearts, to guide leaders, and to beg the healing that only Our Lord can 
provide. 
 

https://www.nashvilledominican.org/apostolate/evangelization-and-catechesis/virtues-in-practice/
https://www.nashvilledominican.org/apostolate/evangelization-and-catechesis/virtues-in-practice/
http://allsaintscs.com/catholic_identity/virtues_in_practice
http://allsaintscs.com/


 


